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EO 11652: NA 
TAGS: PINT PL 

SUB J : PLENARY CONFERENCE OF THE POLISH EPISCOPATE: 

BISHOPS IMPLICITY SUPPORT THE "FLYING UNIVERSITY" AND CALL FOR 
REGIME FULFILLMENT OF HUMAN RIGHTS OBLIGATIONS 

1 . SUMMARY: THE 162ND PLENARY CONFERENCE OF THE POLISH EPIS- 
COPATE TOOK PLACE MARCH 8-9 IN WARSAW. THE COMMUNIQUE 
ISSUED AT THE EIND OF THE CONFERENCE INCLUDES A 

VEILED ENDORSEMENT OF THE "FLYING UNIVERSITY ", THE 
SERIES OF NON-SANCTIONED LECTURES IN CONTROVERSIAL 
THEMES WHICH AHS AROUSED REGIME CONCERN. IT ALSO 
ALLUDES TO FULFILLMENT OF OBLIGATIONS ARISING FROM 
INTERNATIONAL DOCUMENTS ON HUMAN AND CIVIL RIGHTS. IM- 
PLICITLY INCLUDING THE HELSINKI FINAL ACT. END SUMMARY. 

2. THE EMBASSY HAS OBTAINED A COPY OF THE EPISCOPATE'S 
COMMUNIQUE ON THE CONFERENCE. ACCORDING TO THE COMMUNIQUE, 
THE 80 POLISH BISHOPS WHO TOOK PART DE- 
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CUSSED THE FOLLOWING TOPICS: 

(A) VATICAN RELATIONS WITH THE POLISH PEOPLE'S 
REPUBLIC: THE BISHOPS "EXPRESS THE HOPE 
THAT FURTHER DEVELOPMENT OF CONTACTS BETWEEN 
THE HOLY SEE AND POLAND WILL SERVE THE WEL- 
FARE OF THE CHURCH AND THE NATION." (COMMENT: 
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WE HAVE HAD REPEATED INDICATIONS THAT CARDI- 
NAL WYSZYNSKI AND HIS CLOSE ASSOCIATES IN THE 
POLISH CHURCH HIERARCHY ARE UNENTHU S I ATIC 
ABOUT AN EXPANSION OF SUCH CONTACTS, 

ESPECIALLY TO THE LEVEL OF ESTABLISHING FORMAL 
VATICAN REPRESENTATION IN WARSAW. ONE RE- 
LIABLE SOURCE HAS RECENTLY TOLD US, HOWEVER, 
THAT THE PRIMATE IS RESIGNED TO THIS HAPPENING. 
END COMMENT.) 

(B) THE SOCIAL-MORAL SITUATION IN POLAND: THE 
BISHOPS "EXPRESSED THE CONVICTION THAT IN THE 
PRESENT SITUATION OF THE COUNTRY. THE POLITICAL 
AND STATE AUTHORITIES WILL UNDERTAKE THOSE 
STEPS WHICH. RESPECTING CIVIL RIGHTS GUARANTEED 
IN THE CONSTITUTION AND CONFIRMED IN INTER- 
NATIONAL DOCUMENTS-COULD LEAD TO SURMOUNTING 
DIFFICULTIES WHICH HAVE RECENTLY ACCUMULATED." 
POLES. THE BISHOPS SAID, WANT TO SERVE THE 
NATION; IT IS UP TO THE AUTHORITIES TO CREATE 
THE CONDITIONS THAT WILL "MAKE THE LIBERA- 
TION OF THIS CITIZEN ENERGY POSSIBLE." 

(COMMENT: THE "CIVIL RIGHTS CONFIRMED IN INTER- 
NATIONAL DOCUMENTS" COULD, OF COURSE, INCLUDE 
HELSINKI FINAL ACT OBLIGATIONS AS WELL AS 
THOSE ARISING FROM, E.G. THE INTERNATIONAL 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 03 WARSAW 02225 01 OF 02 161622Z 

CONVENTION ON CIVIL AND POLITICAL RIGHTS, RE- 
CENTLY RATIFIED BY POLAND. THIS IS THEFIRST 
TIME, TO OUR KNOWLEDGE, THE THE POLISH CHURCH 
HAS MENTIONED INTERNATIONAL HUMAN AND CIVIL 
RIGHTS AGREEMENTS IN AN OFFICIAL STATEMENT. 

(END COMMENT.) 
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(C) SPIRITUAL PROBLEMS IN RURAL AREAS: THE 
BISHOPS CHARGED PRIESTS IN THE COUNTRYSIDE TO 
PAY PARTICULAR ATTENTION TO THE PROBLEMS OF 
THEIR PARISHIONERS. THE BISHOPS CALLED 

ON THE AUTHORITIES TO CREATE CONDITIONS 
THAT WOULD MAKE INHABITANTS OF RURAL AREAS 
FEEL SECURE AND PROUD OF THEIR WORK. 

(D) WORKIN GCONDITION S IN HEAVY INDUSTRY AND 
MINES: THE BISHOPS ASSERTED THAT EMPLOYEES 
IN HEAVY INDUSTRY AND IN THE MINES ARE OVER- 
WORKED AND, AS A RESULT OF FATIGUE, NEGLECT 
FAMILY, SOCIAL, AND RELIGIOUS OBLIGATIONS. 

THE BISHOPS APPEALED TO THE AUTHORITIES TO 
ALLEVIATE THESE CONDITIONS. 

(E) CARITAS: THE BISHOPS SAID THE STATE-SPONSORED 
CHARITABLE AGENCY CARITAS HAS GONE BEYOND ITS 
MANDATE. IT SHOULD CARE, THEY SAID, FOR 
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CHILDREN, THE SICK, AND THE AGED. 

ATTEMPTS UNDERTAKEN BY CARITAS TO ESTABLISH 
A RETIRMENT FUND FOR PRIESTS, THE BISHOPS 
MAINTAINED, ARE VIOLATIONS OF CANON LAW. 

3. IN ADDITION, ACCORDING TO THE COMMUNIQUE, THE BISHOPS 
HEARD A REPORT FROM KAROL CARDINAL WOJTYLA ON THE 
WORK OF THE STUDIES COUNCIL OF THE POLISH EPISCOPATE 
OVER THE PAST FIVE YEARS, AND CONSIDERED THE 
STATE OF CULTURE IN POLAND: "FOR YEARS THE STIGMA 
OF MATERIALSITIC MONISM AND LAICISM, FOREIGN TO 
THE POLISH SPIRIT, HAS TRIED TO IMPOSE ITSELF 
ON POLISH CULTURE. THE CONFERENCE EXPRESSED DIS- 
APPROVAL FOR ALL ACTIONS WHICH RESTRICT THE HUMAN 
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SPIRIT FREELY CREATING CULTURAL VALUES. THE FACT 
OF LIMITATIONS ON SCIENTIFIC, INVESTIGATIVE, AR 
TISTIC AND RELIGIOUS FREEDOM BY STATE CENSORSHIP 
IS DEPLORABLE... THE CHURCH WILL SUPPORT THOSE 
INITIATIVES WHICH SEEK TO PRESENT CULTURE, WORKS 
OF THE HUMAN SPIRIT. AND THE HISTORY OF THE NATION 
IN AN AUTHENIC FORM BECAUSE THE NATION HAS A RIGHT 
TO THE OBJECTIVE TRUTH ABOUT ITSELF." 

4. COMMENT: GIVEN THE RECENTLY IMPROVED CLIMATE OF 
CHURCH-STATE RELATIONS AND THE HANDS-OFF 
APPROACH THE CHURCH HAS TAKEN TOWARD DISSIDENCE IN 
POLAND, THE BISHOPS COULD HARLY COME OUT WITH A 
FLAT STATEMENT OF SUPPORT FOR THE "FLYING UNIVERSITY" 

PROGRAM OF NON-SANCTIONED LECTURES ON TOUCHY SUBJECTS WHICH, 
TO SAY THE LEAST, HAS SET REGIME TEETH ON EDGE. THE "FLYING 
UNIVERSITY" DOES, HOWEVER, PROVIDE A FORUM FOR UN- 
FETTERED LEANRING THAT COULD QUALIFY AS ONE OF THE 
"INITIATIVES" THAT GIVE THE NATION "THE OBJECTIVE 
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TRUTH ABOUT ITSELF." THE SENTENCE IN THE COMMUNIQUE QUOTED 
ABOVE IS BEING WIDELY INTERPRETED AROUND WARSAW AS A 
VEILED ENDORESEMENT. END COMMENT. 
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